History of the Drain Business

Many people ask why Mifab entered into the Specification Drain Industry when there are four (4) major full line manufacturers already there.
In addition to the fact that Mifab had an excellent group of manufacturer agents representing its interceptors, primers, hydrants and access doors to the Engineer, Wholesaler and Contractor, perhaps a review of the history of the specification drain business and the resulting Mifab design will explain our investment.
HISTORY OF THE SPECIFICATION DRAIN BUSINESS

Until approximately 1914, a floor drain consisted of a cast iron hub installed flush with the floor and connected to the sanitary drain system.  The hub opening was covered with a fabricated steel screen or a cast iron grate. Until the early 1900’s there were very few high-rise buildings with a water supply that required drainage. Most installations were at grade level and as a result no waterproofing membrane, or weepholes as we know them, were required.

In 1914 the Josam Company was formed to manufacture floor drains for multi-storey buildings that incorporated a flange and weepholes. This design was called double drainage as it provided primary drainage through the floor drain grate and secondary drainage through weepholes which collected water that seeped onto the flange from around the circumference of the floor drain top.  This drain design resembled the Mifab F1100 of today except it had a polished brass or chrome plated strainer finish. Nickel bronze was not introduced until the late 1950’s.
Josam was very successful with this design concept and expanded it to include a large variety of floor drains, roof drains, cleanouts and other drainage specialties as demand for these products was created by the building architects of the day.

Success breeds competition and as a result over the next forty (40) years many other companies entered the business copying the Josam concept and adding their own innovations.  The companies copied each other with minor variations and the designs of the surviving four Josam, Smith, Wade and Zurn (Jasawaz) are not significantly different today than they were 50 years ago.
Among the many innovations over the years were:
1) The Clamp Ring – provided a means of securing the water-proofing membrane to the drain.  The design was very similar to the Mifab A1-C1 clamp ring and was only used when there was a waterproofing membrane – usually in floors above grate.
2) Tractor Grate – A grate with a turndown on it similar to the F1320 grate.  This design eliminated the problem of grates jumping out of the top of the drain when wheel traffic ran over them.
3) Adjustable Top Assemblies – With the exception of the F1100 type floor drain, all other designs for 7” through 16” round or rectangular top floor drains were of the fixed top (non-adjustable type).  This caused problems for the contractor in ensuring that the top of the drain was installed at the low point in the floor to provide proper drainage.  The adjustable top design was particularly needed in “two pour” floors where the secondary finished pour could vary in thickness.
4) Membrane clamp with top thread to receive strainer along with reversible feature.  As a result of the second world war the manufacture of castings became more automated and a design that required the manual setting of cores similar to the Mifab F1100 became significantly more costly than a design without cores – all Jasawaz designs for equivalent of F1100. As a result, the industry in the late 50’s and early 60’s adopted a body design without cores that required a ring with a female thread in it to receive the various adjustable strainers. 
In recent years cores are automatically set or manually set in low wage countries (Asia) and as a result the premium for a cored casting is minimal and that is why Mifab adapted our current design which results in significant cost savings for the user.

Over the years all of the aforementioned designs and copies of designs found their way into the Jasawaz catalogs resulting in expensive, confusing product lines.
Mifab, with the benefit of being able to start from scratch, has designed its product line to include all of the features of all Jasawaz designs with a minimum number of modular bodies, clamp rings and top assemblies, which are interchangeable as floor drains, roof drains and cleanouts.  The features and benefits of these designs will be provided later in the meeting.
Now you know why Mifab is in the specification drain business.
